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S E R M ON 


PREACHED 


BEFORE THE LORDS SPIRITUAL AND TEMPORAL 


On Frivar, April 19, 1793. 


22 


Die Sabbati, 209 Aprilis, 1793. 


ORDERED, by the Lords Spiritual and Temporal in 
Parliament aſſembled, That the Thanks of this 
Houſe be, and are hereby, given to the Lord 
Biſhop of Glouceſter, for the Sermon by him 
preached before this Houſe Yeſterday, in the 
Abbey-Church, Weſtminſter ; and that he be 
defired to cauſe the ſame to be forthwith printed 
and publiſhed. | 


GroRGE Rosk, Cler' Polenta. 
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S ERM O N, Se. 


ROMANS, chap. xi. ver. 21. 


IF GOD SPARED NOT THE NATURAL BRANCHES, TAKE 
|  HEED, LEST HE ALSO SPARE NOT vou. 
en difficulty there may be in aſſigning 
| a ſatisfactory reaſon for the diverſity of ſtile ob- 
ſervable in the compoſitions of different nations, the 
fact itſelf will be readily admitted by every one competent 
to form a judgement of it. The ſtile of the eaſtern na- 
tions, not to mention that of any others, is now, and 
has been in all ages, highly figurative, abounding in ſtrong 
metaphors, and appoſite allegories. Thus David com- 
5 


pares 


3 


pares ; the Jewiſh nation to a vineyard, and God, its * 
cial governor, to an huſbandman. He repreſents. the 


if 


Almighty as having brought a vine out of Egypt, planted 


it, prepared room for it, cauſed it to take root, till it filled 
the land, and the hills were covered with the ſhadow of it ; 
and afterwards, on account of its unfruitfulneſs, as having 


neglected this vineyard, broken down the hedge thereof, 


and ſuffered the wild beaſts of the field to devour it*. 


Ifaiah, in the ſame ſtile, ſpeaks of God as poſſeſſing 4 
vineyard in a fruitful hill, as having fenced it, gathered 
out the ſtones thereof, and planted it with the choiceſt vine, 
as looking that it ſhould bring forth grapes, and behold it 


brought forth wild grapes. The Prophet then explains the 


allegory—the vineyard of the Lord of Hoſts is the Houſe of 
Iſrael, and the Men of Fudah his pleaſant plant; and be 
hooked for judgement, but behold oppreſſion ; for righteouſ= 
neſs, but behold a cry. F 


Though the Chriſtian diſpenſation is of a more com- 
prehenſive nature than the Jewiſh, yet our Saviour choſe 
to expreſs himſelf in ſimilar terms. I am the vine, and 


my father is the huſbandman. 1 And again, I am the vine, 


ye are the branches. & St Paul, in the chapter before us, 
extends and diverſifies the alluſion, by introducing the 
. —— "em 

® Pfalm Ixxx Iſaiah, ch. v. 1 John xv, 1. 5 John xv. 5. 
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CV 7 9 8 
idea of orafting, and converting the vine into the olive- 
tree. The Jews were originally admitted into that extra- 
ordinary rank, which they held in the favour of God, not 
in conſequence of their own merit, but for the purpoſe 
of promoting a peculiar end in the ſcheme of Providence, 
eſtabliſhed for the government of the world. Unmoved 
by the forbearance and long-ſuffering of the Almighty, 
they were at length degraded from this high privilege, of 
which in ſo many ſignal inſtances they had ſhewn them- 
ſelves unworthy ; and by that means made room for the 
adoption of the Gentiles, who were reconciled to God, 
through the merits of his bleſſed Son, and re-admitted, 
on the gracious terms of the Goſpel, to the hopes and 
promiſe of immortality. This diſpenſation the Apoſtle 
beautifully illuſtrates by the metaphor above-mentioned. 
He compares the rejection of the Jews to cutting off the 
barren and unfruitful branches of a tree, and the admiſ- 

ſion of the Gentiles into the Church of God to foreign 
grafts, that had the privilege of being inſerted in their 
ſtead, and thereby partaking of the root and fatneſs of 
the true olfve-tree ; and from hence he addreſſes himſelf 
to both Jews and Gentiles in many excellent moral and 
religious precepts, in order to ſuppreſs the unreaſonable 
contentions that ſubſiſted between them. - The propriety 
and juſtice of his obſervations could hardly fail of having 
33 a powerful 


(4) 
1 {/ 
a powerful effect in humbling the arrogance of the con- 

ceited favourites of heaven, and extinguiſhing the growth 
of that envy and jealouſy, which they entertained againſt 

the nations, whom they looked upon as intruders. into 
|. God's covenant : whilſt at the ſame time, his admonitions 
were equally well calculated to mortify that pride and con- 
tempt, which their late elevation had infuſed Into the minds 
of the heathen converts towards their rejected brethren, | 
and to bring them to a juſt ſenſe of the conditions, upon 
which they might expe& a continuance of the divine fa- 
vour, ſo freely, and on their part ſo undeſervedly, be- 
ſtowed upon them. If ſome of the branches, faith the 
apoſtle, be broken off, and thou, being @ wild olive, wert 
grafted in among them, and with them partakeſt of the 
root and fatneſs of the olive tree, boaſt not thyſelf againſt the 
branches, but remember, thou beareſt not the root, but the | 
root thee. Becauſe of unbelief they were broken off, and 

thou ſtandeſt but by faith ; be not high-minded, but fear. 


For if God ſpared not the natural TR take beed leſt 
Be alſo ſpare not tbee. 
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| The doctrine of the apoſtle, in this part of his epiſtle, 
E is evidently to be underſtood in a political ſenſe, as ad- 
| dreſſed not to perſons, but nations. For as the only diſ- 


tinction, 


i | 
= |. 8 Rom. 11. 17.—21. 


(© 3: 3 
tinction, in this firſt age of Chriſtianity, was betwixt Jews 
and Gentiles, the rebukes and admonitions given to, the 
latter, are directed to them as an incorporated ſociety of 
Chriſtian converts; and the advice given them was, not 
to indulge a petulant ſpirit of deſpiſing a nation, to whom 
they had ſucceeded in God's favour and covenant; not to 
reproach them with ingratitude and defection, but rather 
to look to their own ways; not to become proud, care- 
leſs, and ſecure, in conſequence of their preſent ad- 
vancement but to be cautious and vigilant, leſt they 
themſelves ſhould fall into the ſame ſins of infidelity and 
diſobedience ; not to be high- minded, but fear; and, 
if God ſpared not the natural branches, to take the 


greater heed for that reaſon, leſt he alſo ſhould not ſpare 
them. 1 Ops | 


The practical inference reſulting from this view of the 
divine diſpenſations, and the whole ſcope of St. Paul's 
reaſoning, is plainly this ; that God, in the promulgation 
of his laws, propoſes to ſingle perſons and to collective 
ſocieties different motives to obedience, and that national 
virtue and. wickedneſs are generally rewarded and pu- 
niſhed in this life. This obſervation indeed is not only 
true in fact, as appears from the different ſanctions of the 
Law and the Goſpel, but it is neceflary from the natur 
of 
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(6) 
of things that it ſhould be ſo. For as, on the one hand, 


it is plainly impoſſible, that nations and communities, 


which can only ſubſiſt in this world, ſhould be re- 
warded or puniſhed in their public capacity in a life to 
come ; ſo it is no leſs neceſſary, on the other hand, for 
the vindication of God's honour, and the manifeſtation of 
his Providence, that kingdoms and ſtates, which have 


diſhonoured their Creator, and ſubverted the laws of re- 


ligion and morality, written in the hearts of rational be- 
ings, ſhould, as ſuch, be made examples of his ven- 
geance. For perſonal offences there is appointed a per- 
ſonal judgment, when the fares ſhall be ſeparated from the 
wheat, and the goats from the ſheep; but national ini- 


quity requires a national viſitation, and is accordingly 


often puniſhed by great and viſible judgments. But 
without having recourſe to theſe extraordinary interpoſi- 
tions, ſuch, and ſo admirable is the conſtitution of this 
world, that it has a mechanical power, as it were, to 
accompliſh the ends, for which it was eſtabliſhed. 
The Laws of the Creator, in the moral as well as in 


the natural world, execute themſelves. Nature gene- 


= avenges its own wrongs ; and nothing is more cer- 
, than that fin is conſtantly big with ſorrow, and 
= a people, who plow iniquity and ng wickedneſs, reap 


the ſame. * 


For 
Job. iv. 8. 


J 
3 
1 


8 

For want of due attention to the nature of the Jewiſh 
economy, it has been thought extraordinary by ſome per- 
ſons, that Moſes ſhould enforce obedience to the laws 
he eſtabliſhed for that people by motives altogether tem- 
poral, at leaſt without any expreſs declaration of the re- 
wards and puniſhments of a future ſtate. But, though the 
miſſion of the Jewiſh lawgiver was unqueſtionably of di. 
vine appointment, and proved to be ſo by /igns, and won- 
ders, and mighty deeds, yet the immediate and expreſs 
object of it was, not only to deliver the twelve tribes from 
the tyranny of Egyptian ſlavery, and to fulfil a temporal 
promiſe made to Abraham, that his ſeed ſhould poſſeſs the 
land of Canaan ; but to eſtabliſh in the world a theocracy, 
and to exhibit to the Jews, and through them to the ſur- 
rounding nations, a ſeries of full and ſenſible proofs, that 
the Lord God Almighty, the Maker of Heaven and Earth, 
'was one God, and that befides him there was none other. 
The inſtitution therefore being chiefly deſigned to de- 
ſtroy idolatry, and to keep the Jews in their political 
character obedient to God as their temporal ſovereign, it 
was neceſſary that the ſanctions ſhould be ſpeedy, and vi- 
ſible in their effects, as well to animate and ſupport thoſe 
wonderful exertions, requiſite for the deliverance, the 
ſettlement, and the arrangement and conduct of the whole 


civil polity of a people, placed in circumſtances ſo ex- 
| traordinary, 


6 


traordinary, as that all the idolatrous nations might 
know, that the God of Iſrael alone ruled in the kingdoms 
"of men, and gave them to whomſoever he would ; and. that, 
from obſerving the puniſhment frequently inflicted on the 
Jews for the ſin of apoſtacy, they might learn to tremble 
and fear before him. The promiſes and threats of a future 
Nate would have been too remote in their accompliſhment, 
and conſequently too flow in their efficacy upon minds, 
influenced chiefly by the immediate operation of preſent 
good or evil. 50 e $f 25238 


The Iſraelites moreover were addreſſed not in their cha- 
racter of individuals, but in their collective capacity of a 
body politic. And, as in ſuch a capacity, they could feel 
the effects of their behaviour in no other manner, than in 
national proſperity or calamities, ſo the laws enjoined for 
their obſervance could of courſe be ſanctioned only by re- 
wards and puniſhments confined to this life. They were 
beſides, for the wiſeſt reaſons, deſtined for the turbu- 
lence of arms, and the bloody ſcenes of conqueſt ; for the 
execution of the wrath of God on idolatrous. nations, with 
all the ſeverity of unrelenting juſtice, -and all the terror of 
long-provoked vengeance. How far the diſpoſition of 
mind, requiſite for acting with vigour a part fo offenſive 
to the feelings of humanity, could be raiſed or kept up 
by motives of a ſpiritual tendency, will be beſt determined 


AE | y_ — w 


© by 


by an appeal to the Goſpel, and the temper of mind there 


required of a true diſciple of Jeſus Chriſt. 


Nor let the difference, ſo viſible in theſe different diſ- 


penſations, be thought to imply any degree of inconſiſtency 
in the character of the Deity, any contradiction in the 


methods of his providence. God, with conſummate wiſ- 
dom, ever adapts his mode of adminiſtration to the nature 


of the end propoſed. The reaſons aſſignable for the tem- 
poral ſanctions of the Moſaic inſtitutions have been already 
conſidered, From theſe inſtitutions the precepts of the 


Goſpel are peculiarly diſtinguiſhed, by the circumſtance 
of having no direct reference to any particular form of 
civil eſtabliſhment. They are of general and univerſal 
obligation, addreſſed to all mankind without diſtinction, 
and to each man in his own individual character. They 
are practicable under every mode of human government ; 
no farther connected with political meaſures, than theſe 
latter may be found in particular caſes to have reſpect to 


conſiderations of a moral or religious nature. And as 


their main object is placed beyond the limits of this 
world, the motives urged for our compliance with them, 


are very properly founded on our intereſt in a ſtate of 


future exiſtence. 
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Not again can this reaſoning be applied to juſtify an 
inference, that under the Chriſtian diſpenſation, virtue 
and vice have but an inconſiderable influence on the 
ſtate and complexion of our temporal intereſts. From 
the firſt eſtabliſhment of Chriſtianity, down to the 


| preſent period, hiſtory preſents us with, alas! too 


many proofs of the deſtructive effects of vice and 
impiety, exhibited in the ruin of empires, once flou- 


riſhing, and raiſed to power and eminence by the ge- 


nuine influence of religion, and the natural efficacy of 
virtue. This truth, confirmed by uniform experience, is 
founded alſo on the very nature of thoſe laws, which are 
appointed by Providence for directing the events of this 
world. Valour, wiſdom, induſtry, and economy, are 
requiſites indiſpenſably neceſſary to the ſupport of na- 
tional grandeur. But in the midſt of a general depra- 
vity of manners, there is little ſcope, and ſtill leſs en- 
couragement or inclination for the exerciſe of theſe virtues, 
which will be found repugnant to modes more faſhionable, 
and incompatible with purſuits more conſonant tg the 
prevailing taſte. Immorality is ever attended with diflipa« 


tion, and a diſregard of the means, which can alone ſecure 


the permanent happineſs of this life, or lay any certain 
foundation for its comforts and conveniencies. Sunk in 
vicious indulgences, or occupied in trivial and frivolous 

| purſuits, 


( 1 ) 


purſuits, the mind becomes averſe from all ſerious em- 
ployment, and unqualified for any manly effort ; and 
irreligion undermines the very foundation of true courage, 
a rational confidence in the protection of God. 


One of the greateſt ſtateſmen, as well as one of the 
firſt philoſophers, that ever did honour to human genius, 
aſcribes the immenſe extent and power of the Roman 
empire to the piety of his countrymen, in conciliating 
the favour and protection of a divine ſuperintending 
Providence.“ And if any farther evidence were neceſſary 
to confirm the obſervation of a judge ſo competent in the 
caſe, an appeal to hiſtory would be deciſive and ſatisfac- 
tory. For it is true in fact, that the relaxation of 
Roman diſcipline, and the conſequent decay of political 
energy, may be dated from the attack made upon its 
religious principles by the atheiſtical doctrines of the ſect 
of Epicurus. From this period, the paſſions, too pow- 
erful to be reſtrained by the feeble barriers of human 
laws, were oppoſed by no principle, of ſufficient force 
to correct their deviations, or to check their violence. 


Happy would it have been for a modern great empire 
to have paid ſome regard to an example in this inſtance 
| C2 = ſo. 

* Cic. Orat. de Haruſp. Reſponſis. 
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ſuperſtructure raiſed on the ſolid foundation laid by their 
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ſo applicable ; to have derived inſtruction from a prece- 
dent ſo awful in its conſequences, and ſo memorable in 
the annals of mankind. But what wiſdom, what mode- 


ration was to be expected in the wild projects of viſion- 
ary theoriſts, inſolently determined to overturn every 


anceſtors, and affecting to hold in contempt the expe- 
rience of paſt ages! What policy could be looked for in 
the councils of mock legiſlators, whoſe greateſt pride it 
is to inſult and trample under. foot all that is im- 
portant in human ſociety, all that is venerable and 
ſacred in the eſtimation of man]! What reſpect for 
the laws of humanity, what regard even for common 
decency, was likely to dignify the conduct of uſurpers, 
with hands dyed in blood, and hearts ſteeled for op- 
preſſion, unmoved equally at the diſtreſs of innocence, 
and the humiliating ſpectacle of fallen Majeſty ! Infatu- 
ated and remorſeleſs people]! The meaſure. of your ini- 
quity ſeems at length to be full ; the hour of retribution 
is coming faſt upon you! Drunk with the blood of your 
fellow citizens, you have dared to ſpread your ravages 
abroad ; rouſing the ſurrounding nations, in juſtice to 
themſelves, and the common cauſe of humanity, to 
confederate againſt you, in order to. execute (we hope 
there is no preſumption, no want of charity in the ex- 
prefſion,) to execute the wrath of God on your devoted 
heads 


Deeply 


C7 - 

Deeply intereſted in the public and general conſequences 
of theſe events, it was impoſlible for this country to re- 
main long, either unconcerned, or inactive ſpectators of 
ſuch a ſcene. Our public meaſures had been uniformly 
and wiſely directed for ſome years to the eſtabliſhment of a 
laſting peace, and to the enlargement and ſecurity of our 
trade and manufactures ; and the Almighty had bleſſed 
the wiſdom of our Councils by a proſperity unprecedented 
in the annals of commercial States. Deſpiſing the little 
intrigues, which national jealouſy might have dictated, or 
preſent utility have recommended, we did not from a narrow 
view to our own intereſts, or from a reſentful ſpirit of 
retaliation, foment the internal diſtractions of a people, 
who had not been accuſtomed to ſhew the ſame modera- 
tion in our political embarraſsments. Our magnanimity 
ſhines in a ſtill more conſpicuous light, gloriouſly diſ- 
played as it has been, and ſtill is, in the relief of number- 
leſs unfortunate individuals, who, torn from their native 
connections, and driven from the boſom of their own 

country, have found a fafe and honourable aſylum on our 
more hoſpitable ſhores. Under theſe circumſtances, with- 
out any provocation on our part, without even the ſem- 
blance of any juſt complaint on the part of our enemies, 
we have been forced into hoſtilities for the protection of 
our allies, for the maintenance of ſolemn treaties, and for 
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the preſervation of the tranquillity of Europe. If; it had 
been poſſible for us to be unmoved by theſe intereſting 
conſiderations, yet regard alone for the ſecurity of our own 


political exiſtence muſt have excited our indignation at the 
open avowal of doctrines, levelled at the very fundamental 


principles of our happy conſtitution, What rank we are 


to hold in the general ſyſtem of Europe ; to what extent we 
may be allowed to enlarge our commercial influence, or 
exert our national importance, are not the queſtions we 
are at preſent called upon to determine. The only queſ- 
tion to be now decided, upon the principles of theſe ſpe- 
culative reformers, is reduced to a much more ſummary 
form---whether in a national capacity, as a free and inde- 
pendent ſtate, we have a right to exiſt at all? 


Thus, after all the forbearance that true policy could 
admit, or even humanity recommend, have we been com- 
pelled to abandon our well-concerted plans of induſtry and 
ceconomy, and forcibly drawn from the boſom of peace, 
into the unwelcome calamities and horrors of war. And 
having made a ſolemn appeal to the God of battles, we 
preſume to implore his bleſſing on our arms with greater 


confidence, becauſe we approach his preſence in full reli- 


ance on the juſtice of our cauſe. But let us not haſtily 
encourage too lofty pretenſions, or too ſecurely rely on the 
integrity of our deſigns, in the conflict that now calls forth 

our 


„ 
dur reluctant exertions. To what degree our enemies may 
have deſerved the diſpleaſure of Heaven, is not for us to 
determine; it is our duty to enquire, what grounds we 
have to hope for its favour. This is a conſideration well 
qualified to humble that preſumption, which might other- 
wiſe be apt to ariſe in our minds, upon a comparative eſti- 
mate of our own merits with thoſe of our adverſaries. In 
the contentions of mankind we behold indeed, not unfre- 
-quently, moſt clear and aweful manifeſtations of the arm 
of Omnipotence, directing the events, and deciding the 
iſſue. But theſe occaſional interpoſitions of Providence 
muſt not be ſuppoſed to have reference only to thoſe parti- 
cular emergencies, in which they ſeem to be, or really 
are, more immediately diſplayed, and which for that reaſon 
are often, though inconſiderately, thought to decide 
with all the authority and preciſion of a definitive ſentence 
of juſtice. It is ſurely more rational to conſider them 
on a wider and more extenſive ſcale, as connected with the 
grand ſcheme of God's general government of the uni- 
verſe ; and in this view of things, it is perfectly conſiſtent 
with our notions of impartial juſtice, to conceive the Al- 
mighty inflicting vengeance on one guilty people, by the 
inſtrumentality of another ſtill more guilty. The chaſ- 
tiſement of guilt only is intended, and not any deciſion on 


the relative merits of the parties engaged in the conflict. 
The 


1 


The inference from this reaſoning is, at the preſent 
juncture, peculiarly applicable to our caſe. All the cir- 
cumſtances that can juſtify an appeal to arms, conſpire to 
recommend our cauſe to the protection of Heaven; and 
our enemies, to their various other enormities, have added 
the impious folly of diſclaiming the belief and acknowledg- 
ment of a God, who over-ruleth the world. Shall we then 
in ſuch a ſituation, grow confident; and, ſecure in ſelf-com- 
placence, preſume with certainty on the divine aſſiſtance 
in ſupport of our cauſe ? God forbid ! The uniform expe- 
rience of paſt ages condemns the folly of ſuch a diſpoſition, 
always prompted by arrogance, and often leading to diſ- 
appointment. But without building any hopes favourable 
to ourſelves on the degeneracy of other nations, let us 
rather review, lament, and reform our own. Upon theſe 
occaſions of extraordinary general exertion, a very light 


; | 
attention to the inſtability of all human power will ſhew the 
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prudence, no leſs than the duty, of examining into the true 
ſtate of our national character, with reſpect to the great 
| | eſſentials of religion and morality. And if we enter, as we 
IF ought, upon a diſpaſſionate enquiry into this ſubject, we 
| ſhall diſcover, it is to be feared, too many defects, too 
many vices, which inattention alone could have ad- 
mitted amongſt a people, profeſſing to be influenced by 


the 
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1 


the principles, and governed by the precepts of the pure 
religion of Jeſus Chriſt. 


It is high time that we awake out of this ſlumber, 
this fatal lethargy of the ſoul. It is high time that we 
reform thoſe moral abuſes, which have taken too deep 
root amongſt us, which have branched out with wild lux- 
uriance in every direction, and in ſuperfluous abundance 
borne fruit, equally diſgraceful to/the individual, and de- 
ſtructive to the community. Were it only out of gra- 
titude and reſpect to a long ſucceſſion of anceſtors, who 
have tranſmitted down to us, in the Britiſh Conſtitution, 
the nobleſt monument of political wiſdom, ever reared 
by the efforts of human genius, let us ſtrive to emulate 
their virtues, which now ſhine illuſtrious in effects, ho- 
nourable to their memory, and highly important to our 
intereſts. Let us imitate their zeal in the ſupport of 
religion and true liberty ; then, and then only, may we 
hope, that the wiſdom of our councils, the unanimity 
and alacrity of our public exertions, and the vigour of 
our arms, will become inſtruments, under the direction 
of Providence, for controuling thoſe unprovoked uſur- 
pations, which demand, with ſo much juſtice, our pre- 
ſent interference. Let us by a ſtrict obedience to the 
divine laws ſhew ourſelves faithful in the ſervice of the 


D Almighty ; 
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Almighty ; we may then hope to be thought not unwor- 
thy means in his hands of avenging both the blood of 
a murdered Sovereign, and the unexampled ſufferings of 
his captive family, of protecting the violated rights of 
civil ſociety, and of ſecuring to religion a ſhield of de- 
fence againſt the deſperate and undiſguiſed attacks of 


infidelity and atheiſm. 


In obedience to the commands of our earthly Sovereign, 
we have this day with great propriety applied ourſelves in 
Prayer and Faſting to ſeek the protection of the King 
of Kings, and Lord of Hoſts, that by his aid we may 
be able to triumph over our enemies, and put to confuſion 
all that hate us. But we muſt firſt put away the evil 


of our doings from before his eyes; it cannot be expected 


that he will vouchſafe to dwell in the tents of wickedneſs, 
or ſtrengthen our arms in the defence of our liberties, 
whilſt we fondly continue in flavery to our fins. Let us 
therefore ſhew the ſincerity of our prayers for the welfare 
of our country, by cleanſing it of thoſe pollutions, which 
render us veſſels of wrath, fitted for dęſtruction, not the 
objects of favour and protection. At what inſtant, faith 
God, by the mouth of his prophet, I ſhall ſpeak concerning 
a nation, and concerning a kingdom, to pluck up, and to pull 
down, and to de 9 it ; if that nation, again whom 1 


have 


( ww ) 


have pronounced, turn from their evil, I will repent of 
the evil that I thought to do unto them. And at what 

inſtant I ſhall ſpeak concerning a nation and concerning a 

kingdom, to build and to plant it; if it do evil in my 

fight, that it obey not my voice, then will J repent of the 

good, wherewith I ſaid I would benefit them.”* Let us 

attend in time to theſe gracious warnings, theſe ſolemn 

declarations of the ſeverity, as well as goodneſs of God ; 

and if the latter is not effectual to lead us, let the for- 

mer rouſe us to repentance and amendment of life. Let 

us bring forth ſuch fruit, as may be expected from a vine 

of God's plantation; let virtue and piety, peaceableneſs 

and ſubmiſſion, good will and charity, adorn all our 

branches. Let us diſcern, at leaſt in this our day, the 

things that belong unto our peace, leſt that hand, which 
ſpared not the natural branches, be at length provoked 
alſo fo ſpare not us. 


* Jeremiah, Ch. 18. 7.10. 
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